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EXPLORE AROUND HERTEN
A wedding weekend guide for our guests

SCHLOSS HERTEN  •  3 OCTOBER 2026

We are so happy you are joining us in Herten.

If you have a little extra time before or after the wedding, this guide brings together 
some of our favourite ways to experience the surrounding Ruhr area and Münsterland - 

from castles and lakes to family adventures, museums and extraordinary industrial 
heritage.

Pick whatever suits your mood, the weather and the time you have.

Laura & Jan
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Choose by mood
A quick starting point if you would rather not read the whole guide. All driving times are approximate from 
Schloss Herten and can vary with traffic.

Stay close Schlosspark Herten • Hoheward • Zeche Ewald

Best with young children Tierpark Recklinghausen • Ketteler Hof • SEA 
LIFE / LEGOLAND

Best all-round family day ZOOM Erlebniswelt

Understand the Ruhr Zollverein • German Mining Museum • Ruhr 
Museum

Rainy October day LWL Archaeology Museum • Gasometer • German 
Mining Museum

Fresh air & slower pace Haltern am See • Grugapark • Baldeneysee

Castles & beautiful architecture Villa Hügel • Schloss Nordkirchen

Something unforgettable Gasometer • Landschaftspark Duisburg-Nord • 
Zollverein

Extra day available Münster Old Town • Movie Park Germany

Good to know

 Early October can be beautiful for walking, but the weather is changeable - keep one indoor option in 
reserve.

 For theme parks and ticketed attractions, booking online in advance is often worthwhile.
 Opening hours can change seasonally. Please check the official website on the day before travelling.
 Many Ruhr cities are within an environmental zone. If driving a German or foreign car, check whether a 

green emissions sticker (Umweltplakette) is required for your route.
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Very local & easy
Perfect if you have only a little spare time and want to stay close to Schloss Herten.

Schlosspark Herten

Approx. drive: 0 min   |   Allow: 30 min - 2 hrs

Best for: Everyone | families | grandparents   |   Best outdoors

Start right at the wedding venue. The historic moated Schloss Herten is surrounded by a broad 
landscape park with woodland paths, ponds and lawns. It is an easy choice for a gentle morning 
walk, some fresh air after travelling, or a quiet hour before the celebrations.

Why we recommend it: No planning required, free to access year-round and ideal if you do not 
want to travel anywhere.

Official information: Visit website

Halde Hoheward & Horizon Observatory

Approx. drive: 10 min   |   Allow: 1.5 - 3 hrs

Best for: Adults | active families | older children   |   Dry weather

One of the Ruhr area’s most distinctive viewpoints. This landscaped former mine heap rises above 
Herten and Recklinghausen, with walking and cycling routes leading to the striking Horizon 
Observatory and panoramic views across the region.

Why we recommend it: A memorable, very local introduction to the Ruhr landscape - especially 
good on a clear autumn day.

Official information: Visit website

Zeche Ewald

Approx. drive: 10 min   |   Allow: 45 min - 2 hrs

Best for: Adults | architecture & photography   |   Mixed weather

A preserved former coal-mining complex at the foot of Hoheward. The red-brick industrial buildings 
and mine structures give a strong sense of the history that shaped the Ruhr area. Combine it with 
Hoheward for an easy half-day outing.

Why we recommend it: Close to the venue, visually impressive and unmistakably Ruhrgebiet.

Official information: Visit website

https://www.herten.de/stadtleben/freizeit/sehenswuerdigkeiten/schlosspark
https://www.hoheward.rvr.ruhr/
https://www.hoheward.rvr.ruhr/
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Great with children
Reliable family options, from a gentle animal park to full-day adventures.

Tierpark Recklinghausen

Approx. drive: 15 min   |   Allow: 1 - 2.5 hrs

Best for: Young children | families | grandparents   |   Best outdoors

A small, relaxed animal park set within Recklinghausen’s Stadtgarten. It is an easy, low-pressure 
outing for younger children and families who do not want to commit to a full zoo day.

Why we recommend it: Free entry and close to Herten - particularly useful for families with 
toddlers or a spare couple of hours.

Official information: Visit website

ZOOM Erlebniswelt Gelsenkirchen

Approx. drive: 15-20 min   |   Allow: 4 hrs - full day

Best for: Families | children of all ages | animal lovers   |   Mostly outdoors

A major modern zoo built around immersive Alaska, Africa and Asia themed environments. More 
than 30 hectares of landscaped habitats are home to around 900 animals from over 100 species.

Why we recommend it: The strongest all-round family attraction close to Herten and a genuine 
full-day experience.

Official information: Visit website

Ketteler Hof, Haltern am See

Approx. drive: 30-35 min   |   Allow: Half day - full day

Best for: Children | energetic families   |   Best dry; indoor area available

A huge nature-based adventure and play park designed around movement, climbing, imaginative 
play and hands-on exploration. Nine themed play areas encourage children to run, climb and 
discover rather than simply queue for rides.

Why we recommend it: A brilliant choice for children who need to burn energy. The park is open 
year-round, with the outdoor summer season still operating around the wedding weekend subject to 
weather.

Official information: Visit website

https://www.kettelerhof.de/
https://www.zoom-erlebniswelt.de/
https://www.recklinghausen.de/inhalte/startseite/freizeit_tourismus/ausflugsziele/tierpark/index.asp
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Movie Park Germany, Bottrop

Approx. drive: 30 min   |   Allow: Full day

Best for: Families | teenagers | thrill-seekers   |   Mostly outdoors

Germany’s movie-themed amusement park, with rollercoasters, family rides, shows and themed 
areas. This is best for guests extending their stay and wanting a full attraction day.

Why we recommend it: The biggest adrenaline option nearby. Check the 2026 calendar before 
visiting because opening days and hours vary in autumn.

Official information: Visit website

https://www.movieparkgermany.de/en
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History, culture & classic Ruhr
The places that best explain the extraordinary industrial and cultural landscape around Herten.

LWL Museum of Archaeology & Culture, Herne

Approx. drive: 20 min   |   Allow: 2 - 3 hrs

Best for: Families | history lovers | children   |   Excellent rainy-day choice

An engaging archaeological museum exploring roughly 250,000 years of human history in 
Westphalia. The exhibition is designed as an archaeological excavation landscape rather than a 
traditional cabinet museum.

Why we recommend it: Interactive, easy to reach and especially useful if October weather turns 
wet. Admission is free for under-18s and school students.

Official information: Visit website

Deutsches Bergbau-Museum Bochum

Approx. drive: 25-30 min   |   Allow: 2.5 - 4 hrs

Best for: Adults | school-age children | industrial history   |   Excellent rainy-day choice

One of the best places to understand the industry that shaped the Ruhr region. Exhibitions cover 
coal, mining, mineral resources and art, while the visitor mine takes you around 20 metres 
underground into a reconstructed mine network.

Why we recommend it: If your guests want to understand the Ruhr rather than simply see it, this is 
one of the best choices.

Official information: Visit website

Zollverein UNESCO World Heritage Site, Essen

Approx. drive: 30-35 min   |   Allow: 3 hrs - full day

Best for: Everyone | architecture | history | photography   |   Good in mixed weather

The Ruhr area’s flagship industrial heritage site and its only UNESCO World Heritage Site. The 
former coal mine and coking plant now combine monumental industrial architecture with 
museums, design, culture, restaurants and walking routes across a 100-hectare site.

Why we recommend it: Our top recommendation for international guests who want to experience 
what makes the Ruhr area unique.

Official information: Visit website

https://www.zollverein.de/zollverein-unesco-world-heritage-site/
https://www.bergbaumuseum.de/en/
https://www.lwl-landesmuseum-herne.de/en/
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Ruhr Museum at Zollverein

Approx. drive: 30-35 min   |   Allow: 2 - 3 hrs

Best for: Adults | older children | first-time Ruhr visitors   |   Excellent rainy-day choice

Located inside Zollverein’s former coal-washing plant, the Ruhr Museum tells the natural and 
cultural history of the Ruhr region and explains its transformation from industrial powerhouse to 
the landscape you see today.

Why we recommend it: Easy to combine with Zollverein and particularly valuable for visitors 
unfamiliar with the region.

Official information: Visit website

Red Dot Design Museum, Essen

Approx. drive: 30-35 min   |   Allow: 1.5 - 2.5 hrs

Best for: Adults | design & architecture lovers   |   Excellent rainy-day choice

Contemporary product design displayed inside Zollverein’s former boiler house. The contrast 
between award-winning modern objects and heavy industrial architecture makes this a distinctive 
museum experience.

Why we recommend it: A stylish alternative to a traditional museum and easy to combine with 
Zollverein.

Official information: Visit website

https://www.red-dot-design-museum.org/essen
https://www.ruhrmuseum.de/
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Nature, parks & a slower pace
For fresh air, beautiful surroundings and an unhurried few hours together.

Haltern am See & Halterner Stausee

Approx. drive: 25-30 min   |   Allow: 2 hrs - half day

Best for: Couples | families | walkers | cyclists   |   Best outdoors

A greener change of pace north of Herten. The lake and surrounding paths are suited to walking 
and cycling, while Haltern’s compact centre makes it easy to add coffee or lunch.

Why we recommend it: A relaxed option for guests who want fresh air rather than a major 
attraction.

Official information: Visit website

LWL Roman Museum & Aliso, Haltern am See

Approx. drive: 25-30 min   |   Allow: 2 - 3 hrs

Best for: Families | Roman history | school-age children   |   Good in mixed weather

Haltern was one of Rome’s most important military bases east of the Rhine. The museum displays 
original finds from the Roman camps, while the reconstructed Roman site Aliso adds an outdoor 
element and remains open through 1 November in 2026.

Why we recommend it: Excellent paired with the lake or town for a varied half day. Under-18s 
enter the museum free.

Official information: Visit website

Grugapark Essen

Approx. drive: 35-40 min   |   Allow: 2 hrs - half day

Best for: Families | couples | grandparents | garden lovers   |   Best outdoors

A vast 70-hectare park with botanical collections, mature landscapes, animals, play areas and plenty 
of room to wander. It works well for mixed-age groups who want a flexible, unhurried outing.

Why we recommend it: One of the easiest places for different generations to enjoy together.

Official information: Visit website

https://www.grugapark.de/
https://www.lwl-roemermuseum-haltern.de/
https://www.haltern-am-see.de/
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Villa Hügel & Hügelpark, Essen

Approx. drive: 40 min   |   Allow: 2 - 3 hrs

Best for: Adults | architecture | history | couples   |   Good in mixed weather

The remarkable former residence of the Krupp industrial family contains 399 rooms and sits within 
a 41-hectare park above Baldeneysee. It offers an elegant counterpoint to the coal mines and 
furnaces elsewhere in the Ruhr.

Why we recommend it: Beautiful architecture, gardens and industrial history in one visit. Check 
the calendar because the Villa can occasionally close for events.

Official information: Visit website

Baldeneysee, Essen

Approx. drive: 40 min   |   Allow: 1.5 - 3 hrs

Best for: Couples | walkers | families   |   Best outdoors

Essen’s large reservoir offers lakeside paths, viewpoints and places to pause for refreshments. It is 
particularly easy to combine with nearby Villa Hügel.

Why we recommend it: A simple, scenic choice if guests would rather walk and talk than visit 
another museum.

Official information: Visit website

https://www.visitessen.de/essentourismus_tourismusinformation/essen_entdecken/natur/baldeneysee.de.html
https://www.villahuegel.de/en/
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Worth the slightly longer drive
Excellent choices for guests extending their stay or wanting a bigger half-day or day trip.

Gasometer Oberhausen - Mythos Wald

Approx. drive: 40-45 min   |   Allow: 2 - 3 hrs

Best for: Everyone | photography | art & nature   |   Excellent rainy-day choice

A colossal former gas holder transformed into one of the Ruhr’s most dramatic exhibition spaces. 
During the wedding weekend the 2026 exhibition “Mythos Wald” brings forests to life through large-
scale imagery, sound and an enormous indoor light installation.

Why we recommend it: Unusual, spectacular and weather-proof. The Mythos Wald exhibition runs 
from 20 March to 30 December 2026.

Official information: Visit website

SEA LIFE & LEGOLAND Discovery Centre, Oberhausen

Approx. drive: 40-45 min   |   Allow: 2 - 5 hrs

Best for: Families | younger children   |   Excellent rainy-day choice

Two indoor family attractions close together in Oberhausen. SEA LIFE offers an aquarium 
experience, while LEGOLAND Discovery Centre combines LEGO play, models, workshops, rides and 
a 4D cinema. Combination tickets are available.

Why we recommend it: One of the safest family plans if the weather is wet and children need 
something reliably entertaining.

Official information: Visit website

Schloss Nordkirchen

Approx. drive: 45-50 min   |   Allow: 2 - 3 hrs

Best for: Couples | families | architecture & gardens   |   Best outdoors

A grand Baroque palace surrounded by formal gardens and water, often described as the “Versailles 
of Westphalia”. It gives visitors a very different view of the Münsterland beyond the industrial Ruhr.

Why we recommend it: A beautiful, photogenic excursion for guests who enjoy castles, gardens 
and architecture.

Official information: Visit website

https://www.nordkirchen.de/de/tourismus/schloss-nordkirchen/
https://www.legolanddiscoverycentre.com/oberhausen/
https://www.gasometer.de/de/ausstellungen/mythos-wald
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Landschaftspark Duisburg-Nord

Approx. drive: 50-60 min   |   Allow: 2.5 - 4 hrs

Best for: Adults | teenagers | photographers | industrial culture   |   Best dry; magical after dark

A former ironworks transformed into a 200-hectare landscape park where blast furnaces, bunkers, 
gardens and nature coexist. Visitors can explore the industrial structures, and after dark a light 
installation transforms the site.

Why we recommend it: One of the Ruhr area’s most extraordinary landscapes and especially 
memorable around dusk.

Official information: Visit website

Münster Old Town & Prinzipalmarkt

Approx. drive: 50-60 min   |   Allow: Half day - full day

Best for: Everyone | cafés | shopping | history   |   Good in mixed weather

For guests staying an extra day, Münster offers a classic historic city experience: arcaded gabled 
houses around Prinzipalmarkt, churches, cafés, shopping and a compact centre that is easy to 
explore on foot.

Why we recommend it: The best longer day-trip option if guests want an attractive German city 
rather than another Ruhr attraction.

Official information: Visit website

https://www.tourismus.muenster.de/
https://www.duisburg.de/microsites/visit_duisburg/discover_the_city/industrial_heritage/landschaftspark-duisburg-nord
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If you only choose five...
Our five strongest recommendations for guests who want a balanced taste of the area:

1. Zollverein UNESCO World Heritage Site
The best single introduction to the Ruhr’s industrial heritage, architecture and transformation.

2. ZOOM Erlebniswelt
A genuinely excellent family day and very close to Herten.

3. Halde Hoheward & Zeche Ewald
Close, free and unmistakably local - ideal when you only have a couple of hours.

4. Gasometer Oberhausen
A spectacular rainy-day-friendly experience, with the special Mythos Wald exhibition during October 2026.

5. Haltern am See
A relaxed contrast to the industrial Ruhr: lake, Roman history and an easy town-centre stop in one area.

A little practical note

This guide was prepared for our wedding weekend and is intended as inspiration rather than a live 
visitor timetable. Driving times are approximate. Attraction opening hours, seasonal operations, ticket 
prices and accessibility arrangements may change, so please check the official website before setting off.

Most importantly: enjoy yourselves. There is no need to fit everything in.

We cannot wait to celebrate with you in Herten.

Laura & Jan
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